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PREFACE.

—_’—_

rm

_l HE Pili Canon of the Buddhist Church comnsists
of three great collections or Pitakas, the Vinaya, the Sutta and
the Abhidharma.

‘The Anguttara Nikiya is one of the five divisions of
the Sutta Pitaka. It has eleven Nipatas (chapters) which
contain nine thousand five hundred and fifty seven Suttas.
The teachings contained in these suttas have been tersely
expressed in githds (stanzas) which render the study of the
Anguttara Nikaya a laborious task.

It is beyond the scope of humaun intelligence to acquire
an accurate aund perfect knowledge of the Dharma of the
Great Teacher. Anubuddba Anandasthavira has made mention
of this fact in the following words:—* Nana naya nipuna
manikajjhisaya samutthanan atthabbyanjana sampannan vividha
patiliriyan dhammattha disani patividha gambliran sabba
saltanan saka saka bhisanuripalo sola patha migacchantan tassa
bhagavato vacanan sabbappakirina kosamattho vinnatun.”

However, it being evident that a paraphrase to the
gathas of the Anguttara Nikaya will make its study compar-
atively easy, I have here attempted to give to the students of
religion a literal paraphrase ot the gathas, which I have spared
no pains to make as clear as possible.

In revising the text of this work, I have consulted
several locally written copies of the Anguttara Nikiya as well
as the copy printed in Roman characters by the Pili Text
Society of London, and I have thus succeeded in removing
mistakes which had crept in in the hands of ignorant copyists.

I have to mention here gratefully that this paraphrase
has been written by the aid of the religious instruction I have
received from my revered teacher, the ViN'BLE SoBHITA, the
Incumbent of the Sunandirimaya, Awmbalangoda, himself a



pupil of late Ven’ble Sisanavansilankira Kavidhaja Vina-
yacariya Weligama Sri Sumangala Niayaka Maha Thero.

My thanks are cue to the Rev. Beruwala Siriniwisa,
Pulinatalaramaya, Kalutara, for the valuable assistance rendered
by him in the preparation of this work.

I hope that my efforts will be ot use to beginners, and

I even hope that they may not be quite without use to the
public in general.

I am quite sensible that.there may be errors in this
work, for which I crave the indulgeuce of the learned reader.

Wilegoda Dhamminanda Bhikkhew.
2452

15" (Esala) July

1908
Sunandaramaya
Ambalangoda.
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